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quest to attend the Montreal Film Festival last year and it 

will be a wonderful opportunity to hear her experiences. 

 

Have a Good Week! 

Rob  
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Charles must be a record at $230.60 ! plus shrapnel at 
$22.30. 
Well done  
Peter 
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It was good to have our own little Howick 

Rotary tribute to Sir Ed on the day of his 

State Funeral. Thanks to David Cox for 

organizing the slides! 

Sir Ed may be gone but this New Zealand 

legend will be inspiring people for generations to come! 

 

Isn’t it nice to think that we are living in an increasingly 

enlightened world? 

Our guest speakers Maree McKernan and Jacqui Gibson 

were able to demonstrate that those people that suffer from 

mental illness can make a solid contribution to the work 

force and there should be no misconceived fear in consid-

ering them for a job. The significantly lower “churn” and 

absenteeism statistics clearly demonstrates how much of a 

contribution they can make.  

 

Maree and Jacqui’s presentation reinforces some of the 

changes in attitude that is evident in a growing proportion 

of the population. I feel sure that the TV adverts, featuring 

prominent people like John Kirwan, Dame Susan Devoy 

and others are having a positive effect on people’s percep-

tion. And when you think of the 1 in 5 statistic it is long 

overdue. In today’s world of apparently increasing stress 

you do have to ask yourself why some people still consider 

mental health differently than physical health.  

 

So for those of you that can consider using Workfocus I 

would have a hard look as apart from Altruism there were 

some compelling commercial reasons for doing so! 

 

A diary note, the week after next, the 5th of February, we 

will have a partner’s invited night with Jill Kennedy, 

Kathy’s daughter coming along to show us something of 

the movie making word. The club supported Jill in her 
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