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done Lawrence - a profit of over $1000! I hope all members 
ate theirs so they need a top up next year!  
 
Once again, please note that it is a partner’s invited night 
next week. It would be appreciated if in addition to the use 
of the normal apology process you could let George Aber-
crombie know if your partner or a guest is coming for cater-
ing numbers. 
 
Have a Good Week! 
Rob   
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It is always interesting to gain an insight 
into an International Organization particu-
larly when it is your own clubs Head of-
fice at Rotary International! 
 

Past DG Rob Crabtree had just returned from an Interna-
tional Assembly at which he was training the incoming 
DG’s from throughout the Rotary world. Rob is the only 
New Zealander involved as a trainer in this event and is a 
much respected resource within the Rotary world.  
 
It was good to hear that Rotary is looking at strategies to 
maintain its effectiveness and relevance and that it has a 
Strategic Plan that outlines the way forward. If you are in-
terested in more information it can be found on  
www.rotary.org/RIdocuments/en_pdf/strategic_plan.pdf  
and related pages. It was also good to hear that head office 
is moving to devolve certain activities. This should im-
prove Districts and Clubs interaction with Head Office 
which is a big plus and a necessary step in my humble 
view. 
 
The Polio Plus programme to eradicate all forms of Polio 
has got another financial shot in the arm with US$100M 
matching grant form the Gates Foundation. From what Rob 
was saying this will be particularly useful to eliminate the 
vicious and easy traveling type 1 version.  
 
Rob is always a great presenter and his “State of Rotary 
Address” was a timely way of up-dating our connectivity 
with what is happening in the international Rotary scene. 
 
We had our first Board meeting of 2008 and apart from the 
normal board “stuff” a vote of thanks was passed for Law-
rence Copestakes Christmas Pudding sales efforts. Well 
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